Survival times and resistance to sea snake (Aipysurus laevis) venom by five species of prey fish.
The LD50 values and survival times of three pomacentrid species and two blennies were measured after being subjected to the venom of one of their predators, the olive sea snake, Aipysurus laevis. The species differed significantly in the speed of their responses to the venom. At high venom doses, blennies had higher survival times than pomacentrids, and in the latter group Dascyllus survived longer than did species of Chromis. In part, this may be related to differences between blennies and pomacentrids in degree of cutaneous respiration. Relative survival time was influenced by venom dosage; ranking order of species' survival times was different at low doses than at high ones, and taxonomic correlations broke down.